

1957


The Bubblingover Boys


This band plays only one gig, at Bosvigo School where Roger Taylor is a pupil. Roger plays guitar and ukulele.





July 1964


The Cousin Jacks


AKA Beat Unlimited, AKA The Falcons.


An instrumental band made up of:


Roger Taylor - drums


David Dowding - bass


Mike Dudley - guitar





Spring 1965


Johnny Quale & The Reactions


Roger Taylor and Mike Dudley join this established band, the new line up is:


Johnny Grose - vocals


Graham Hawkins - guitar


Jim Craven - bass


John ‘Acker’ Snell - saxophone


Roger Taylor - drums


Mike Dudley - guitar











November 1965


The Reactions


Johnny Grose leaves Johnny Quale and The Reactions and is replaced by Roger ‘Sandy’ Brokenshaw. This new line-up prompts the band to shorten their name. 





Spring 1966


The Reaction


Graham Hawkins and Jim Craven leave The Reactions. The band lose their ‘S’ and are sometimes billed as ‘The Creation’.


The line up is now:


Roger Taylor - drums


Roger ‘Sandy’ Brokenshaw - vocals


Mike Dudley - guitar�John ‘Acker’ Snell - saxophone�Geoff Daniel - guitar�Ricky Penrose - bass�








Summer 1968


The Reaction


The band embark on their final tour. Their last gig is at the Princes Pavilion in Falmouth, Cornwall, on 13th July 1968.








July / August 1970


Queen


Freddie Bulsara becomes Freddie Mercury, taking his name from the Roman mythical messenger of the Gods. Mike Grose quits Queen in search of a more reliable job and is replaced by Barry Mitchell, another friend of Rogers.








June 1971


Queen


Barry Mitchell quits Queen due to friction in the band. He is replaced by Doug Bogie, who only lasts for one gig and is sacked after trying to upstage Freddie








January 1971


Queen


Barry Mitchell quits Queen due to friction in the band. He is replaced by Doug Ewood who only lasts for one gig, and is sacked after trying to upstage Freddie.








September 1964


1984


Brian May’s first band. Suggested names for the band also included ‘Bod Chappie And The Beetles’ and ‘The Mind Boggles’. 1984’s line-up consists of:�Brian May - lead guitar


Tim Staffell - vocals & harmonica


John ‘Jag’ Graham - bass


Richard Thompson - drums


Dave Dilloway - rhythm guitar








1958 - 1961


The Hectics


Formed at St Peters Boarding School in Panchgani, and featuring a young Freddie Bulsara on piano. The line-up also includes:


Farang Irani


Victory Rana


Derrick Branche


Bruce Murray (lead vocals)








Summer 1965


The Opposition


John Deacon forms his first band with school friends:�Nigel Bullen - drums


Richard Young - vocals & guitar


Clive Castledene - bass


John Deacon - rhythm guitar





April/June/July 1967


The Left Handed Marriage


Brian May and Dave Dilloway are briefly seconded to The Left Handed Marriage to assist in studio recordings of seven of their songs. The band’s line up is:�Jenny Hill - vocals�Henry Deval - vocals


John Frankel - bass & keyboards


Bill Richards - guitar & vocals


Pete Trout - drums








Spring 1968


1984


Brian May leaves 1984 to concentrate on his studying at Imperial College. Tim Staffell takes over as lead guitarist. 





Summer 1968


1984


Tim Staffell leaves 1984 and is replaced by Richard Marney. The band continue playing for a few years.





August 1968


Smile


Brian May and Tim Staffell place an ad on a noticeboard at Imperial College for a ‘Mitch Miller/Ginger Baker type drummer’ to form a new band. Roger Taylor auditions and Smile is formed.





February 1970


Smile


Tim Staffell leaves Smile to join a band called Humpy Bong, named after an area in Australia. The band includes Colin Peters – ex Bee Gees drummer. Humpy Bong last a few years and also appear on Top Of The Pops.





April 1970


Queen


Freddie Bulsara, Brian May and Roger Taylor team up to form a new band. After dismissing names such as ‘The Grand Dance’, ‘Out Of A Silent Planet’ and ‘The Rich Kids’, they decide on Queen. Their first bassist is Mike Grose, a friend of Roger’s. 





Roger Taylor





Spring 1969


Smile


Freddie Bulsara, a friend and fellow art student of Tim Staffell’s, is introduced to Roger Taylor and Brian May. Freddie is always on hand at Smile’s rehearsals and gigs to offer advice.








August 1969


Ibex


Freddie successfully auditions as lead singer of Liverpool based band Ibex:


Mike Bersin - guitar�John ‘Tupp’ Taylor - bass


Mick ‘Miffer’ Smith - drums & vocals


The band is sometimes joined by:


Geoff Higgins - bass


John Taylor - flute








August 1969


Ibex


Mick Smith leaves Ibex, taking a job on the new M56 motorway. He is replaced by ex 1984 drummer Richard Thompson.








September 1969


Ibex


Freddie Bulsara and Mike Bersin leave Ibex, fed up with commuting between Liverpool and London. 





October 1969


Wreckage


Freddie Bulsara forms Wreckage with:�Mike Bersin - guitar


John ‘Tupp’ Taylor - bass


Richard Thompson - drums





February 1970


Wreckage


Wreckage disband after Mike Bersin returns to Liverpool to finish his studies at art college.





February 1970


Sour Milk Sea


Freddie Bulsara successfully auditions for ‘Sour Milk Sea’, named after a George Harrison song. Line-up includes: Chris Chesney - guitar & vocals


Paul Milne - bass


Jeremy Gallop - rhythm guitar


Rob Tyrell – drums


The group split after only a few gigs, due to rifts within the band.





Brian May





April 1966


The New Opposition


Clive Castledene, deemed ‘not up to scratch’ with the rest of the band is sacked. John Deacon takes over on bass guitar. The name change is prompted by the new line up.





July 1966


The New Opposition


David Williams joins the band as the new lead guitarist, and Richard Young switches to keyboards.





Autumn 1966


The New Opposition


The band recruit Ron Chester, a friend of David Williams who used to play in ‘The Deerstalkers’ and ‘The Outer Limit’ with him. Ron takes over lead guitar and David switches to guitars and vocals.





January 1967


The Opposition


After considering name changes including ‘Feeling’ and ‘The New Hood’, The New Opposition reverts back to the Opposition.





April 1967


The Opposition


Peter ‘Pedro’ Bartholomew joins The Opposition as lead vocalist. The line-up now consist of:


John Deacon - bass


David Williams - guitars & vocals


Richard Young - keyboards


Ron Chester - lead guitars


Peter ‘Pedro’ Bartholomew - vocals


Nigel Bullen - drums








March 1968


The Art


The Opposition change their name to The Art, simply because David Williams is studying art at the time. 





November 1970


Deacon


John Deacon plays a one off gig with this band, with Peter Stoddart on guitar and Don Cater on drums at Chelsea College





February 1971


Queen


Brian May and Roger Taylor meet John Deacon at a disco at the Maria Assumpta Teacher Training College.





Freddie Mercury





QUEEN





John Deacon








